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Rose starts Phase I of national trail
Travis Holler
Editor-in-Chief
With an eye towards improving
the community for the future,
Rose-Hulman president Samuel
Hulbert and Terre Haute Mayor
Judy Anderson announced the
beginnings of Phase I of the
National Road Heritage Trail
project at a press conference held
in the Performing Arts room yes-
terday afternoon.
The trail will consist of a 7.25-
mile greenway for non-motorized
transportation. The trail follows
the abandoned rail line of Terre
Haute, Brazil, and Eastern Rail-
road, and stretches from the cam-
pus of Indiana State University to
US 40 East of Rose-Hulman's
campus.
Rose-Hulman's contribution to
the project will be a mile-long, fif-
teen-foot wide easement along the
north side of campus.
Hulbert referred to the project as
"another great day for the com-
munity," while mentioning the
fact that the project had been dis-
cussed since the railroad was
abandoned almost nine years ago.
In her statement, Anderson
declared that she was "grateful to
be a part [of the project]" because
it is a "good way to partner with
Rose-Hulman to promote healthy
life-styles."
The expected timeline for the
project calls for the construction
bid to be let in May of next year,
with a goal of completing Phase I
by the end of August.
The trail will be an asphalt path
for non-motorized traffic. Upon
completion, it is expected to have
several rest areas and entry points
for convenience, according to
Mary Lee Britt, director of the
Terre Haute Parks and Recreation
Department.
The trail is expected to serve as
the foundation for additional
greenway development in Terre
Haute and Vigo County. "[The
trail] is the backbone for what we
want to expand throughout the
county," according to Britt.
According to plan, the trail is
being designed to combine the
corridor segments with its envi-
ronments and history. The eastern
section will focus on natural eco-
logical diversity. The central sec-
tion will consist largely of open
spaces, while the western section
will be integrated with the urban
environment of neighborhoods
and Indiana State University.
The plan estimates that the
National Road Heritage Trail and
the many attractions along its
length (See Box below picture)
will attract more then 250,000
users during its first year.
According to plan, the trail will
be jointly maintained by the Terre
Haute Parks and Recreation
Department, the Vigo County
Parks and Recreation Department,
Rose- Hulman, and Indiana State.
The Terre Haute Police Depart-
ment, Vigo County Sheriff's
Department, Rose-Hulman, and
Indiana State will be responsible
for the trail's security.
Kyle GossmarilThom
Samuel Hulbert (second from right) and Mayor Judy Anderson (second from left) announce phase
one of the National Road Heritage Trail. Guille Cox (behind podium), chairman of the Board of
Trustees praised the "smooth," "cooperative" process that led to the development of the trail.
Attractions linked directly to The National Road Heritage Trail
1. Indiana State University
2. Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
3. Glenn Recreation Center
4. The City of Terre Haute's Hulman Links Golf Course
5. Vigo County's Hawthorn Park and J I Case Wildlife Refuge
6. The Boy Scouts of America Camp Wildwood
7. Indiana State University's Stadium and Golf Course Complex
8. Terre Haute's Herz-Rose Park
Map of the planned National Road Heritage Trail through Terre Haute. Map provided by the city of Terre Haute
Internet access will be unavailable from 7:00 p.m. to midnight
WOO is upgrading Position Control, HR, and Alumni databases
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WEATHER WATCH
FRIDAY
Showers/Hi 38-Lo 34
SATURDAY
Showers/Hi 39-Lo 28
information courtesy The Weather Channel
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CAMPUS
CALENDAR
December 15
Jazz Band and
Concert Band
Winter Concert
7:30 p.m.
Moench Auditorium
16
Men's Basketball
vs. Earlham
at Hinkle Fieldhouse
5:30 p.m.
Women's Basketball
at St. Mary's, South
Bend, 2 p.m.
17
Circle Center
Shopping Trip
18 19
Men's Basketball
vs. Milwaukee
School of Engineering
at Hulbert Arena
7:30 p.m.
20 21 22
Hannukkah
Start of
Holiday Break
23
24 25
Christmas Day
26 27 28 29 30
31 January
New Year's Day
LOGAN LIBRARY
NEEDS IOU!
We need ideas.
What kind of fiction books do you like to read?
Who are your favorite fiction authors?
Send your thoughts to
harshbarProse-hulman.edu 
Get prepared for the
Winter
Career Fair
Jan. 24th 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
in Moench Auditorium and the Kahn Rooms
For Internships and Co-ops only
Any students that have previous
co-op or internship experience
are encouraged to have their companies
contact Career Services at (812)-877-8212
SUBMISSIONS
Events may be published in Events by any organization or individual. Information on club meetings, lectures, speeches, and athletic events,
including announcements of times and locations may be submitted to Campus Calendar, in care of Dale Long, associate director of
communications, at Box 14 or extension 8418. More detailed articles containing plans, agendas, and specific information should be submitted to
the Rose Thorn.
All submissions must be made by Wednesday at noon in order to be published in Events in the Rose Thorn on Friday.
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Biomedical Engineering
Student Gets Grant To
Attend Symposium
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology biomedical engi-
neering graduate student Jill
Riley of Paris, Ill., has received
a Student Travel Grant to make
academic presentations at the
Biomedical Optics Symposium
(BiOS) during the International
Society for Optical Engineering
(SPIE) in January at San Jose,
Calif. Riley will present three
research papers at the confer-
ence. Of significant note is her
work on "Evaluation of a New
Range of Light-Activated Sur-
gical Adhesives for Tissue
Repair in a Porcine Model," co-
authored by Rose-Hulman pro-
fessor Karen McNally.
McNally has been invited to
give a 10-minute talk on the lat-
est and "hotest" topics in the
field of laser welding at the
"Saturday Night Hot Topics"
during the BiOS symposium.
Five people are invited each
year to give a special presenta-
tion at the Hot Topics session,
which is attended by more than
500 people.
Civil Engineering Students
Earn Asphalt/Paving
Scholarships
Three Rose-Hulman Institute
of Technology civil engineering
students have earned $2,000
scholarships' from the Asphalt
Paving Association of Indiana
for their interest in a career
involving asphalt and hot mix
materials. This year's recipients
included Grant Br) ant, a gradu-
ate student from Terre Haute;
Mandy Wampler, a junior from
Robinson, Ill.; and Erik Wright,
a junior from Terre Haute. Bry-
ant, who also earned a scholar-
ship last year, has worked as a
hot mix asphalt technician for
Koch Paving Solutions in Terre
Haute. He is a member of Rose-
Hulman's Cecil Lobo chapter
of the American Society of
Civil Engineers. Wampler has
worked as an engineering intern
for the City of Robinson, assist-
ing in civil engineering and
transportation project. Wright
spent last summer with the
Indiana Department of Trans-
portation working on a major
bridge replacement project in
Putnam County.
R-H Faculty/Student
Team Chosen For
International Contest
A team of Rose-Hulman Insti-
tute of Technology electrical
engineering and computer engi-
neering students and faculty has
won one of the 75 spots in the
2001 Institute of Electrical and
Electronic Engineers' Com-
puter Society International
Design Competition. This
year's competition focuses on
a personal area network based
on Bluetooth wireless technol-
ogy.
Ten students will join profes-
sors Dave Voltmer and Bruce
Black in developing a system
from an extensive kit of materi-
als that includes Microsoft
products, Intel, Ericsson and
Toshiba parts, and Bluetooth
development materials. The
team must complete and docu-
ment their design of the net-
work, submitting their final
report in May. The top 10 teams
will advance to a final competi-
tion in Washington and will
receive a cash prize.
Former RA Gets First Jess
Lucas Alumni Leadership
Award
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology graduate Thomas
Rude was the first recipient of
the Student Affairs Office's
Jess Lucas Alumni Leadership
Award. The honor, presented to
a former member of the resi-
dence hall advisory staff, was
bestowed Monday (Dec. 18) at
a special dinner on campus
Rude, a 1992 computer engi-
neering graduate, was a resident
assistant for two years, a Soph-
omore Adviser and Senior
Class President. He is now a
company commander in the
attack helicopter company of
the U.S. Army, stationed at Fort
Bragg, N.C. He is scheduled to
begin a six-month deployment
in Bosian in March.
Rude's grandparents are
Calvin and Maude Sellers of
Clay City.
Lucas served as Rose-Hul-
man's dean of students and vice
president of student affairs for
24 years before retiring at the
end of the 1999-2000 school
year.
Are you talented?
SAB
Amateur Talent night
January 23, 2000
TOP PRIZE $150
News Writers
Needed
CALL
877-8255
]NDIANA THEATRE
7th & Ohio 232-8076
wwwandianaTheatre.com
Giant Screen/ Stadium Seating
Remember the Titans
Denzel Washingnon
7:00 & 9:00 EU,
SWE Women Exploring Engineering
Elizabeth Huttsell
Guest Writer
The Rose-Hulman chapter of
Society of Women Engineers
hosted 24 high school seniors at the
Women Exploring Engineering pro-
gram this past weekend. The pur-
pose of the program was to
encourage high school students to
think more seriously about engi-
neering and to introduce the girls to
the many facets of engineering.
Each participant was assigned a
freshman hostess and spent Friday
night in BSB or Mees. A variety of
activities were made available on
Friday night. Nan Macari, Supervi-
sor of Engine Development at Cat-
erpillar Technical Center, was the
keynote speaker at Friday's dinner.
She spoke to the girls about her
experiences as a female engineer
and provided a view of engineering
from the industry perspective. After
dinner, the SWE group attended the
Rose-Hulman women's basketball
game. Other activities Friday
evening included "Edible Engineer-
ing" and movies.
On Saturday, the SWE guests
were able to gain hands-on experi-
ence in the areas of chemical, civil,
and electrical engineering through
mini-laboratories. The civil engi-
neering activity included surveying,
crushing concrete, and observing
the water wall. In the chemistry lab,
the girls were able to identify
unknown chemicals through obser-
vation. Finally, they were able to
design simple circuits in the electri-
cal engineering lab.
Sarah White, a co-chair for the
program, said, "Women Exploring
Engineering was extremely success-
ful, and we received wonderful
comments from the participants. I
look forward to working with the
program next year."
MATH CORNER PAGE
.•
PROBLEM OF THE WEEK CONTEST
. .„..
Problem: •
Contest
Rules:
Sciiiiiion ,
Criteria:
[ —Using n line segments of length / inches, a circle of
radius 2 inches is divided into k regions. Determine
the maximum value of k for each n.
Conditions: Each region must have a positive area and the
boundary of each region must consist of a collection of line
segments and possibly an arc of the circle.
Hints: The line segments do not have to lie entirely within the
circle.
only one region three regions
)
, 
.../. .
1. Contest is open to all students at Rose-II:dip:cm.
2. The best solution as judged at the next Math Club meeting will be
awarded a two new dollar coins. (See solution criteria below)
3. In case of a lie, each winner will be awarded a new one dollar coin.
4. Solutions must be submitted by 1:00 pm on Wednesday to David Finn
at G 213.
5. Eligible Voters: All students at the Math Club meeting during 10th
period on Wednesday in G220.
6. If no correct solution is submitted. No prize will be awarded.
. Solution 'must be correct.
. Solution must be documented or explained.
. Clarity of solution. Solution should be easily understood.
. Elegance of solution. Number of steps should be minimized without
affecting clarity.
Available on the web at
http://www.rose-hulman.edut-finn/matheorner.html
RHIT DEAL
Stromboli
ONLY $ 9 9
GREAT
PIZZA!
Taste the Magic!
RHIT DEAL
LARGE
ONE TOPPING
Pizza
Order of
Breadsticks
ONLY $ 9 9
FREE DELIVERY!
234-2001
RHIT DEAL
LARGE
ONE TOPPING
Pizza
ONLY 
$ 9 9
* STROMBOLI
* MAGIA BREAD
* MAGIA CHEESE BREAD
* MAGIA WINGS
* SWEETIE PIESPresent this Coupon for a
complimentry Soft Drink
Limit one per customer
Offer Good for this Movie Onl,
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What were they
thinking?
Curtis Geen
Staff Writer 
Finally, I think, I hope, the
Presidential Election may actu-
ally be over. On Tuesday night
around ten o'clock, the United
States Supreme Court came to a
decision. The United States
Supreme Court Justices said that
the recount ordered by the Flor-
ida Supreme Court violated
equal rights laws and there was
not enough time to conduct a
new recount that would meet the
requirements set forth by the
constitution. Both decisions by
the Florida Supreme Court left
me asking, what were they
thinking?
A few weeks ago a lower
Florida court ruled that Al Gore
could not have a date extension
for the certification. Of course
Al Gore would not except the
ruling and appealed the judg-
ment. On to the Florida Supreme
Court, who overturned the ear-
lier ruling by the lower Florida
Circuit Court. Their reason: they
believed that the lower judge
misinterpreted the law, but did
he really? There exists in the
constitution a section limiting
ex-post-facto laws, the exercis-
ing of laws on actions taken
before their inception. The Flor-
ida Supreme Court created a
similar incident by changing the
law. Their ruling stated that the
law created by the Florida Leg-
islature designed to stop such
havoc did not have to be fol-
lowed. The law stated that all
ballots must be counted and sub-
mitted within one week of the
election and then certified. By
extending the date the Florida
Supreme Court did not interpret
law but made law instead, going
beyond their jurisdiction. Then,
George W. Bush appealed to the
United States Supreme Court,
which in a 9-0 decision, stated
'we don't understand what you
were thinking. Look at these
parts of the Constitution, Florida
Law, US law, and try again,'
which just last week the Florida
Supreme Court violated again.
Last week the Florida
Supreme Court again overturned
a lower court's decision. On
Monday the lower Florida Cir-
cuit Judge Sanders Sauls
rejected Gore's bid to order the
manual recount in a selective
few counties as part of Gore's
contest.
Without a thought the Demo-
cratic lawyers appealed the case
to the Florida Supreme Court. In
a 4-3 decision overturning the
lower Circuit Court, they stated
that "because time is of the
essence, the recount shall com-
mence immediately." Not only
did the court order recounts in a
few select counties, but all of
the counties, a far broader
recount than Gore had wanted.
They also remarked that under-
votes, meaning ballots for which
no vote for president was placed
- must be recounted in all 67
Florida counties, "...where
such a recount has not yet
occurred." As expected, George
W. Bush appealed this decision
to the United States Supreme
Court.
Then, on Tuesday, the United
States Supreme Court ruled that,
"because it is evident that any
recount seeking to meet the Dec.
12 date will be unconstitutional
... we reverse the judgment of
the Supreme Court of Florida
ordering the recount to pro-
ceed." Three justices went on to
further state that the Florida
Supreme Court "also violated
the Constitution and federal law
in ordering the recount." With
these rulings maybe, possibly,
we can finally have a president.
The Democratic Senator from
my state put it best, "two
strikes, two outs in the bottom
of the ninth, and Gore gets a
hit." Well sorry, Mr. Gore you
just got tagged out stealing.
Also, for your information at
9:00 PM EST on Wednesday,
December 13, Vice President Al
Gore officially conceded the
43rd Presidential Election to his
opponent, Texas Governor
George W. Bush.
The Rose Thorn
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E-mail tracer has many
negative qualities
Staff Editorial
Michigan Daily (U. Michigan)
(U-WIRE) ANN ARBOR, Mich. --
While 1984 has come and past,
the threat of Big Brother remains.
The most recent threat to personal
privacy takes the form of an e-mail
tap by the name of Carnivore. This
software is intended to allow the
FBI to intercept the e-mail of sus-
pected criminals. However, there
are numerous glaring flaws in the
current program.
The exact nature of the Carnivore
program has not yet been released.
Some data must remain classified to
protect what integrity the system
would have, but some aspects of
Carnivore are now open for public
review, as per an order of U.S. Dis-
trict Judge James Robertson. The
data released to date show several
areas of concern, and these concerns
must be addressed.
The most distressing fact is that
Carnivore has the ability to record
all e-mails which pass through the
server on which it is mounted. If
used correctly, Carnivore retains
only those e-mails to or from the
person under court-ordered observa-
tion. After testing Carnivore at the
Illinois Institute of Technology, it
became apparent that the FBI might
be able "to accidentally collect too
much data." This and other con-
cerns have pushed the Electronic
Privacy Information Center to ques-
tion the safety of Carnivore.
Carnivore is currently too power-
ful for large-scale use. The potential
for privacy invasion remains too
great. Aside from the "accidental"
overuse of Carnivore, there is little
technical deterrence to abuse. An
unscrupulous FBI agent or rogue
hacker has too great a potential to
misuse the current system. The
issue of misuse must be addressed
and proactive countermeasures
must be taken.
The laws governing Carnivore's
use are woefully outdated. Congress
needs to draft modern legislation to
govern Internet surveillance. Sub-
stantial internal and judicial review
must be required prior to the wield-
ing of this system. Using laws from
the '80s designed for '80s technol-
ogy is not acceptable. It is impera-
tive that the legal system of the
United States remain current with
technical aspects of crime and
investigation.
There may be times when federal
investigators imperatively require
the ability to intercept e-mails, and it
would be obscenely naive to sug-
gest that law enforcement preclude
itself from utilizing electronic sur-
veillance. In some cases, after
appropriate review, a system com-
parable to Carnivore may be
required, but that system must
address privacy concerns and have
limited ability to intercept and recall
electronic messages. Until the dan-
gers inherent in the current system
are remedied, Carnivore should be
de-clawed.
Male enrollment in colleges declines
Julie Westhoff
Badger Herald (U. Wisconsin)
(U-WIRE) MADISON, Wis. --
In recent years there has been a
quiet but consistent change in
America's higher-learning institu-
tions concerning the enrollment of
males.
Though they once made up the
majority of college populations,
males have slowly begun to fall
behind females in terms of college
enrollment.
Researchers have now con-
cluded with certainty that substan-
tially fewer men have been
enrolling in college than women.
This finding has stirred up
mixed emotions all over the coun-
trY.
Although many educators ini-
tially responded to the news with
disbelief, colleges nationwide
Editorial Staff
Editors-in-Chief
News Editor
Opinions Editor
Entertainment Editor
Sports Editor
Humor Editor
Events Editor
Photo Editor
have begun actively recruiting
male students, sometimes even
giving them admissions prefer-
ences.
According to a recent article in
Time magazine, it is not surprising
to find colleges that are up to 60 to
70 percent female, with the aver-
age college population containing
about 45 percent males total.
Although some may not find
this cause for concern, researchers
predict that male enrollment will
continue to decrease.
Although there are many specu-
lations, no one is quite sure what is
causing the trend.
"I don't know why it is," said
Aaron Brower, a University of
Wisconsin-Madison professor of
social work.
"But I do know that the role of
college has changed. It has
switched from being something
Travis Holler
Matt Walter
David Shafer
Lindsey VanSchoiack
Ian Stallman
Robert Kober
Steve Hoelle
David Imler
Donnie McGaughey
Don Harrington
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Business Manager
Advertising Manager
Advisor
Webmaster
Brandy Hardwick
John Gardner
David Piker
Andy Schott
for the elite to something that
everyone can take part in."
UW-Madison's totale student
enrollment contains slightly more
males than average.
This fall's university enroll-
ment report shows that males
make up slightly more than 47 per-
cent of the UW undergraduate
population, a number that has been
slowly falling since 1990.
A good economy, a rise in entre-
preneurism and fewer male teach-
ers for role models have all been
cited as theories for the change.
"I think it's a sign of good social
and economic times," said Thomas
Reason, assistant director of
admissions at Madison. "A lot of
males don't see the value of a col-
lege degree, so they're going
directly to work. Females are
doing the opposite."
Although they have seen a drop
in male applicants to the univer-
sity, Reason and others said the
school has no plans for male
recruitment and gender is not con-
sidered at all during the process.
"Why should we recruit?" Rea-
son said. "We've spent years
actively recruiting females, and
it's finally working."
Others agree with Reason's
position on the issue.
"I think it makes sense that there
are more females," UW senior
Rachel Dubson said. "After all, the
female population in the world is
greater so, theoretically, colleges
should reflect that."
Yet researchers and educators
alike feel that there may be more
to it.
Some are worried that from an
early age, more boys suffer from
learning disabilities and are more
prone to substance abuse than
The Rose Thorn
5500 Wabash Avenue
Terre Haute, IN 47803-3999
Phone: (812) 877-8255
Fax: (812) 877-8166
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn
"Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community
informed by providing an accurate and
dependable source for news and information."
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays
first through ninth week each quarter
girls.
As cited in the Time article,
research has also proven that boys
often get lower grades than girls
do and are held back more often
during elementary school years.
"I don't see what all the fuss is
about," UW sophomore Tyson
Jackson said. "I haven't noticed an
abundance of girls in any of my
classes. And even if there were,
it's all good -- that just means
more ladies for me."
If all goes as predicted, in 2010
males will make up just 42 percent
of college students nationwide.
This gender gap has been partic-
ularly high among blacks, where
almost twice as many females
attend college.
"I think what it all comes down
to is that many males simply don't
see the value of a college degree,"
Reason said. "I think it will be
interesting to see what happens."
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Dungeons and Dragons is not spellbinding
Dustin Van Tassel
Staff Writer
Dungeons and Dragons
Justin Malin
Marlon Wayans
Jeremy Irons
Rated PG-I3 for fantasy
action violence
Opening Notes: Courtney
Solomon's directorial debut, Dun-
geons and Dragons, seemed to
have been too much for him to
handle. In this film he takes on the
overwhelming task of recreating
the Role-Playing-Game (RPG)
world of Dungeons and Dragons.
To do this he choose to use inex-
perienced actors, mediocre special
effects, and a poorly written script.
All of which combined to form a
film which was disappointing to
even the most loyal D&D enthusi-
ast.
The Cast: Solomon's choice for
the leading role was Justin Whalin
(Ridley), who is most remembered
for his role as "Jimmy" in the TV
series "Lois & Clark: The New
Adventures of Superman." So you
take a television actor and pair him
with his sidekick Snails played by
Marlon Wayans (one of the innu-
merable Wayans brothers). The
only "real" actor present in this
film Jeremy Irons (Profion).
Unfortunately, he provides a sub-
par evil villain, which only weak-
ens the movie even more.
The Plot: Profion (Irons), a
ruthless tyrant, is determined to
overturn the young Empress Sav-
ina. To do this he needs to control
the dragons, and will stop at noth-
ing to gain the power he needs.
Enter Ridley (Whalin) and his
partner Snails (Wayans), two
impoverished thieves who decide
to rob the wrong building at the
wrong time. From here on in it's
fight after fight until the final bat-
tle between good and evil. Of
course our heroes are helped along
the way by all of the standard
players in this fantasy world.
The Good: The only good thing
about this film is that most of the
classic fantasy characters make an
Run! It's another horrible fantasy movie! www.imdb.com
appearance. You'll see dwarfs,
elves, dragons, and mages. Most
of these characters could have
been better crafted, but what can
you expect from a commercialized
fantasy film.
The Bad: Just about the rest of
the film, from the cheesy villains
to the horribly acted hero. Some
of the moments in the film were
obviously intended to be powerful,
but do to the low quality cast they
just insulted the audi-
ence. To be blunt, I
have seen better acting
in some Jackie Chan
movies.
The Ugly: Jeremy
Irons as an evil, power
hungry mage. It was
nearly pathetic and I
would call it ugly. He
needs to stick to voice
acting for Disney films
because he just cannot
handle being in front of
the camera.
The Bottom Line: If
you are a diehard fan-
tasy fan, go see the
movie, otherwise stay
home. Nothing about
this film was impressive.
There were a few
laughs, courtesy Mar-
lon Wayans, but many
of them were out of
place.
On a scale from 0 - 4 with 4
being classic and 0 being Legend, I
give this film a 1. Just rent Willow
and stay at home.
Year 2000 marked by less than stellar films
From Staff Reports
Badger Herald
(U. Wisconsin)
(U-WIRE) Madison, Wis.
If 1998 was the year of the inde-
pendent film (with the exception of
Titanic -- a mighty large exception
at that) and 1999 was the year of
the blockbuster -- with mega-stu-
dios providing such releases as
American Beauty, Green Mile,
Boys Don't Cry, and Hurricane -
then what was 2000?
This year, blockbusters tended
to meet but never exceed expecta-
tions, the independents failed to
provide a Blair Witch or Sixth
Sense-like surprise or a picture as
moving as Boys Don't Cry. In a
pool of Hollywood releases, a clas-
sic re-release might have been the
best ticket of the year.
Mediocrity perhaps best defines
a 2000 film season marked by
underachieving blockbuster bids
and pretentious art films. The
result is a collection of films that is
without a clear Oscar favorite.
Hollywood has failed to produce
films of lasting public relevance or
critical acclaim, and, as a result,
the 2000 Oscar race is without
"electricity" or hype. The films
that have risen from the cache of
pedestrian pictures are not particu-
larly groundbreaking or memora-
ble, and in other years perhaps
would not have found the recogni-
tion they have received in 2000.
That having been said, here is a
glimpse at the films that led the
industry in 2000.
Wonder Boys was released in the
spring, but found little box office
enthusiasm and quickly moved to
second-run theaters. It was re-
released this fall in select cities but
still failed to create a serious buzz.
Nevertheless, Wonder Boys, the
story of aging English professor
Grady Tripp and his exploding
midlife crisis, manages to rise
above cliché in its depiction of
Grady's rapidly unraveling world
and emotional state. Wonder Boys
successfully integrates reflection
on lost innocence into a film about
growing disillusionment and the
issues of aging. The picture's
soundtrack, featuring Neil
Young's "Old Man," among other
songs, infuses Wonder Boys with a
gentle nostalgia, and Doulglas'
performance is uncharacteristically
understated, lifting the film from
the ranks of pretender pictures.
Also exploring student/teacher
relationships is the foreign film,
Butterfly, an art house Spanish film
that follows the growth of six-
year-old Mancho in the months
before the outbreak of the Spanish
Civil War. Beautifully shot and
brilliantly acted, Butterfly stands as
perhaps the most artistic and com-
passionate film of the season, and
addresses the sudden loss of Mon-
cho's idealism with rare consider-
ation. Hailed as a masterpiece by
literary giant Gabriel Garcia Mar-
quez, Butterfly is a compelling pic-
ture and a defining film in the year
2000 movie pantheon.
Another noteworthy film that
came from overseas was the amaz-
ing masterpiece, Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon. Weaving a bril-
liant story with dazzling special
effects and amazing martial arts
displays, Crouching Tiger, should
be noted as one of the best films,
foreign or otherwise, of 2000.
The intensely disturbing and
hauntingly beautiful Requiem For
A Dream, deals with the heavy
subject of addiction. Beauty and
pain overlap in this film and make
it a standout among other drug-
centered films, and films in gen-
eral.
One of the most disturbing films
of the year, however, was a story
of a strict Catholic family in subur-
ban Michigan. The Virgin Sui-
cides was the about the
Libsons, a healthy, suc-
cessful 70s family with
five daughters, who
catch the eye of the
neighborhood boys.
After 13-year-old
Cecilia commits suicide,
the family spirals down-
ward as isolation and
the remaining girls dis-
obey their overzealous
mother to taste the for-
biden fruit of the neigh-
borhood boys.
On the lighter side
were the comedies of
2000. In a year that had
audiences "Road Trip-
ping" with Tom Green
and seeing the devil in
Adam Sandler, a quality
comedy was hard to
come by. Luckily, there
were few. Whether the
comic intelligence came
from visual genius of
A cast full of eye-candy still can't save a cheesy plot about cheer-
leading competitions in Bring It On.
Chicken Run, or from the simplis-
tic and hilarious stand up routines
in The Original Kings Of Comedy,
quality laughs could be found if
one looked hard enough. The moc-
kumentary Best In Show took a
brilliant and amusing look at the
world of dog shows while High
Fidelity accomplished what very
few book-to-film attempts have
been able to do: be good and enter-
taining. Directed by and starring
John Cusack, the film was adopted
from it's original London setting to
the film's Chicago setting. In addi-
tion, the film contained all the
story and most of the emotion of
the novel, which is almost impos-
sible.
Straddling both the categories of
comedy and drama was American
Psycho, a satirical look at crass
materialism in 1980s post-indus-
trial America. A film that is at once
both comical and disturbing,
American Psycho boasted some of
2000's most artful cinematogra-
phy, best exhibited in a masterful
opening credit sequence that juxta-
posed gourmet cuisine with rivers
of blood.
2000 will not go down in the
record books as a golden year for
Hollywood. But out of the ruins
came some good films that might
have otherwise gone unnoticed in
the wake of a few major blockbust-
ers. The lack of intelligent and
entertaining movies this year
forced audiences to search out
quality films and, as a result, view-
ers could make up their own mind
and not be swallowed by the hype
and propaganda of many major
studio releases. The few but wor-
thy triumphs of the 2000 film year
leaves movie goers with some
excellent pictures and hope for
2001.
Tom Green serenades Seann William Scott in Road Trip, one of the few
bright spots of the cinematic year.
www.imdb.com
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Men's and women's basketball suffer disappointing losses
Men lose overtime
heartbreaker to Fontbonne
Fontbonne College buried a three-
pointer with five seconds remaining
to force an extra session, then out-
scored Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology 14-10 in overtime to
earn a 102-98 victory in NCAA
Division III men's basketball action
in St. Louis on Saturday night.
Junior Clint Ferguson (Green-
wood) led Rose-Hulman with a
career-high 30 points and added a
team-high eight rebounds. Senior
T.J. Holmes (Dennison, Ill./Mar-
shall) added a season-high 27 points
and established a career-high with
eight assists, while sophomore
Jimmy Kosieniak (Lexington, Kyi
Dunbar) pitched in with 23 points
and five rebounds.
Senior Eric Selter led Fontbonne
with 31 points and seven rebounds,
with sophomore Adam Fischer con-
tributing 30 and sophomore John
Thomas adding 23 for the Griffins.
"We made some progress tonight,
but right now we haven't been able
to put everything get together and
going at the same time. When we
do, we will be a good basketball
team. Tonight, our perimeter players
were very good and our inside play-
ers struggled," said Rose-Hulman
head coach Jim Shaw.
Rose-Hulman rallied from a 38-30
halftime deficit with 58 points in the
second half, earning an 88-85 advan-
tage in the fmal seconds. Sophomore
Adam Fischer buried a three-pointer
with five seconds left to knot the
contest at 88-88, before Holmes
missed a potential game-winning
three-point shot at the buzzer to force
overtime.
Rose-Hulman jumped out to a 90-
88 lead on two free throws by Fergu-
son before Fontbonne answered with
four straight points to earn a 92-90
advantage at the 3:37 mark. Kosien-
iak answered with back-to-back
layups to put the Engineers in front
94-92 with 2:35 remaining in over-
time.
After Fontbonne knotted the con-
test at 94-94, Holmes scored on a
three-point play to give the Engi-
neers a 97-94 lead with 1:51 left. The
Griffins answered with four consec-
utive points to earn a 98-97 advan-
tage, then sophomore Steve King
buried two free throws to push the
lead to 100-97 with 38 seconds left.
Ferguson grabbed an offensive
rebound on the ensuing possession
and passed to junior Rob Buxton
(Osgoodaac-Cen-Del) for a three-
pointer that fell short, landing in the
hands of Fischer. Buxton was forced
to foul Fischer, who buried two five
throws to secure the victory for Font-
bonne.
"Defensive breakdowns hurt us
tonight. We can't give up over 100
points and earn victories. I did not
want to get in a shootout in this
game, but that's what it turned in to,"
said Shaw.
Rose-Hulman rallied from an 11-
point deficit to gain a second-half
advantage at 53-52. Holmes buried
back-to-back three-pointers to give
the Engineers a 65-59 lead at the
8:48 mark before Fontbonne closed
within 72-69 on six straight points
from sophomore John Thomas. The
Engineers shot 60% from the field in
the second half and buried 15 of 18
free-throw attempts after halftime.
Junior Mark Tingley (Hutsonville)
provided a lift off the bench with a
career-high six points on 3-4 from
the field. Tingley and Kosieniak
combined for 14 consecutive points
in the first half to keep the Engineers
within striking distance.
Junior Chris King (Fairland/Triton
Central) also tallied career-highs
with four points and four rebounds
before fouling out after 24 minutes
of action.
Rose-Hulman dropped to 2-5 on
the season, while Fontbonne
improved to 3-4. The Engineers
return to action tomorrow evening,
battling Earth= College at 6:30
p.m. at Hinkle Fieldhouse in India-
napolis.
Comeback bid falls short against Greenville
Rose-Hulman Institute of Tech-
nology rallied from a 16-point
deficit to close within 40-37
before cold shooting down the
stretch led Greenville College to a
56-45 victory in NCAA III
women's basketball action at
Hulbert Arena on Tuesday
evening.
Freshman Jessica Fanner
(Brownsburg) led the Engineers
with 17 points and four steals,
while junior Christina Forsyth
(Lyons/White River Valley)
added seven points and a season-
high 10 rebounds for Rose-Hul-
man. Sophomore Carissa Hassel-
bring (Skokie, Ill./Niles North)
pitched in eight points for the
Engineers.
"We played well as a team on
Friday (against MacMurray), but
today we struggled. We commit-
ted too many turnovers, and we
need to rectify that problem if we
are going to win," said Rose-Hul-
man head coach Jody Prete.
Junior Jada Hogg led Green-
ville with 14 points and 13
rebounds, with freshman Julie
Kaufmann adding 11 points and
five steals.
"This is a very disappointing
loss for the girls tonight. We're
still trying to learn as a team. We
learned that we need to play
every game as hard as we can,
because each opponent is after
us," said Prete. Rose-Hulman
made just four first-half field
goals to fall behind 27-16 at inter-
mission.
The Engineers shot 40% from
the field in the second half and
went on 11-4 run to close within
40-37 on a layup by Forsyth with
7:24 remaining. A field goal by
Fanner brought Rose-Hulman
within 42-39 at the 6:52 mark.
Greenville answered with a 9-2
run to eam a 50-41 lead with 3:46
left on a field goal by Hogg to
secure the victory.
The Panthers jumped out to a
19-5 lead at the 11:58 mark
before Rose-Hulman scored six
Don Harrington [Thom
Junior forward Christina Forsyth drives towards the bas-
ket in Tuesday's game against Greenville. Despite missing
the first three games with injury, Forsyth leads the team
in scoring average.
straight points, including four by
junior Michelle Unger (Rossville)
to close within 19-11 at the 7:07
mark.
After Greenville increased its
lead to 23-11, Hasselbring scored
three points and freshman Kiley
Wallace (Munster) buried a jump
shot to bring the Engineers within
23-16 with 2:19 left. The Pan-
thers answered with four straight
points to end the first half.
Greenville increased its lead to
a game-high 16 points ant 36-20
on a three-pointer by Julie Kauf-
mann with 13:41 remaining. The
Engineers answered with 10
straight points to close within 36-
30 at the 9:41 mark. Fazmer
keyed the run with six points,
Hasselbring added and For-
syth tallied a layup.
Greenville responded with two
consecutive baskets to gain a 40-
30 lead before Rose-Hulman
scored seven straight points to
close within 40-37 at the 7:24
mark. Fanner buried a three-
point field and two free throws to
start the rally, then Forsyth added
a layup to bring the Engineers
within three points.
Greenville improved to 5-3 on
the season, while Rose-Hulman
dropped to 3-5. The Engineers
return to action tomorrow at St.
Mary's College (South Bend) at 2
p.m.
Rifle team
ranked
20th
nationally
McMullen Security Service:
Security Guards available to
Rose-Hu lman Fraternity,
Sorority, and Private Parties. Call
1-888-822-5051 or 1-812-895-
0710. Leave a message.
Survive Spring Break 2001 in
Style! We have all the hottest
destinations/hotels, Campus
Sales Representatives and student
The Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology rifle team opened
the 2000-01 season ranked 20th
nationally among Division I, II
and III NCAA programs in rank-
ings released by the Collegiate
Rifle Coaches Association
(CRCA).
The Engineers scored a total of
5,918 points in the Walsh Invita-
tional at Xavier University in
organizations wanted! Visit inter-
campus.com or call 1-800-327-
6013 The tribe has Spoken!
1988 Taurus, 143000 miles.
Looks terrible, usually runs ok.
Asking < $400. Contact Dr.
Rickert through e-mail or ext.
-8473
Cincinnati, Ohio, earlier this
month. The University of
Alaska-Fairbanks is atop the poll
with 6,297 points. The Univer-
sity of Kentucky, the University
of West Virginia, Xavier Uni-
versity and the University of
Nebraska round out the national
top five.
Rose-Hulman also ranked third
among NCAA Division III insti-
cylinder, auto, power everything,
Alpine CD player, sunroof, CC.,
second owner. $2500 or best
offer. Contact Ben Walter at 877-
6240
The Rose Thorn offers classified
advertisements less than 30 words
free to Rose-Hulman students,
faculty, and student organizations.
tutions in the poll, trailing only
the U.S. Coast Guard Academy
(14th) and Norwich University
(16th). The Engineers have bro-
ken seven school records this
season, including five by sopho-
more Mike Raffay (Hawley,
Pa.). Rose-Hulman also estab-
lished a new team records in
smallbore (4,462).
Rose-Hulman is the only Indi-
words, each additional word is 15
cents.
All other classified advertisements
are $3.00 for the first 30 words
and 15 cents for each additional
word. Payments must be made in
advance.
The Rose Thorn reserves the right
to refuse advertising which the
editors judge to be discriminatory
on the basis of race, religion,
ana-based school to receive a
national ranking in the prelimi-
nary 2000-01 season poll. The
Engineers ranked above such
schools as the University of
Michigan and Akron University.
Rose-Hulman finished the
1999-2000 season ranked 25th
nationally. The Engineers have
finished in the top 25 nationally
for five consecutive seasons.
sexual orientation, or gender.
Submissions may be made at the
Thorn office, through campus
mail addressed to the Thorn, by e-
mailing thom@rose-hulman.edu
or by calling the Thorn office at
extension 8255. Deadline for
submissions: 5p.m. the
Wednesday prior to publication.
Runs over one week must be
renewed weekly by contacting
the Thorn office.
7.=
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Scoreboard
Men's Swimming
Rose-Hulman 111
Vincennes 92
David Breiding 1st in 200-yd individual med-
ley and 100-yd backstroke
Women's Swimming
Rose-Hulman 62
Vincennes 56
aiI Elizabeth Farquhar 1st in 100-yd butterfly and
00E 200-yd individual medley
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Juliana Van Winkle 1st in 50-freestyle an
100-freestyle
Rose-Hulman
Wabash
Wrestling
9
40
Rose-Hulman 100
Millikin 43
Upcoming Sporting Events
MEN'S BASKETBALL
Dec. 16- 6:30 p.m. Tipoff (Hin-
kle Fieldhouse)
Earlham vs. Rose-Hulman
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Dec. 16-2 p.m. Tipoff
Rose-Hulman at St. Mary's Col-
lege
WRESTLING
Dec. 16-Noon start
Rose-Hulman at Olivet Invita-
tional
The men's basketball team travels to his-
toric Hinkle Fieldhouse in Indianapolis to
battle Earlham on Saturday night, while the
women travel St. Maru's College also on
Saturday.
The men renew a rivalry against an Earl-
ham squad coached by 1979 Rose-Hulman
alumnus Jeff Justus. The Engineers
dropped an overtime game at Fontbonne on
Saturday to drop to 2-5 on the season.
1.1-1011 BY
'REP ©II
Diftle is asked to give a lecture to a group of high school students interested in engineering. Let's listen in as he guides these impressionable young minds..
...So in conclusion, that is why I
encourage all of you to run away
and join the circus.
Well, now that you mention it, I
think I've been sniffing this jar of
rubber cement the whole
time you were \
talking.
Want A
Challenge?
0.FFICER TRAINING SCHOOL
Enroll in the Air Force Officer Traning School. In just 12
weeks, as a commissioned officer, you'll enjoy great pay,
complete medical and dental care, 30 days of vacation each
year, plus the opportunity to travel and see the world.
To discover how high a career in
the Air Force can take you, call
1-800-423-USAF, or visit our/Z, 
website at www.airforce.comU.S. AIR FORCE
Exactly. Any
other legitimate
questions?
CUSTOM VELO BICYCLES
10-15% off selected bikes and accessories!
Tuesday-Saturday
204 N. Main St.
Rosedale, IN 47874
Joe Faulkinbury 765-548-8356
noon - 6 p.m.
Is it true
that engi-
neers get
all the
chicks?!
Do they really take away all your meals
and internet privileges until you can
derive the NavierStokes equation
with one hand tied behind your back
and monkeys hurling feces at you?!
••••
Son, did you
listen to a
word I
just said?
Ok. maybe I exag-
gerated a bit on
the monkey
part.
But trust
me, you
don't want
to spend
four years
there...
Do you like sports? Why not write about them? Sports Writers desperately needed.
Call x8225 or email thorn@rose-hulman.edu for info!
Rose-
Hulman
Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.
1234 Wabash Ave.
232-7272
Large One
Topping
Open
Monday through Saturday Sunday
10 AM to 2AM 12 PM to 12AM
Rose
Special
Campus Only
$5 • 99
100
arhelp masa& Thco.p-dp..40Lp.41r
via or
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Top Ten Rose Student New Year's Resolutions
• Finish first week homework.
o Forgive roommate for liking
Hanson, release from trunk.
o Work on that "Senior project thingie."
O Campaign to bring back chicketti.
O Get quarters - do laundry.
O Lake RA, rinse, repeat.
O Clean month-old First Wok from fridge.
O Throw old fridge away, buy newer, cleaner,
(9 Open those pesky textbooks.
O Less homework, more Springer.
submitted by the Dark Lord of Humor
less alive fridge.
A Message From the New
Flipside Humor Staff
Cower, mortals!
Cower and quake at the arrival of the new Flipside editor. Behold the
vast power! wield. In my hands I hold the fragile lifeline of humor that
feeds you on a weekly basis. See how tender and fragile it is? I could
crush it with a single twitch of my mighty thumb. The laughter would
cease, and your hearts would become mirthless and cold. Obey my
whims, and I will deliver laughter to you. Anger me and pay the price.
Now, laugh for me!
Laugh!
Laugh or be ground to dust beneath the iron heel of comedy!
Laugh or be dragged screaming to the humor mines, to live out the rest
of your days mining humor ore for my dark empire.
Laugh!
-Dark Lord of Humor
National Grease Shortage Creates Crisis
For Campus Dining Services
TERRE HAUTE, Ind. -
Recent governmental recalls of corn oil
has left many food services critically
short of grease, including our own cam-
pus dining service.
When we interviewed Abdul Rahim
Ackbar, the head cook in the campus
kitchen, he sobbed, "I am really [exple-
tive deleted]. Without grease I can't fry
stuff, and that seriously limits my variety
potential. Infidels!"
Several students were asked how the
change in the cafeteria would affect them.
Ricky Moonie responded, "The sheet
pizza just won't be the same, man. It'll no
longer have that kinky sponge taste from
me soaking up the grease those psychos
in the kitchen spray all over the food."
Other students were heard screaming,
"Beef! Where's the friggin' beef?!" They
then proceeded to break down in tears
and eat a salad - also radically different
than the norm due to the shortage.
This crisis is not the first time our
beloved chef AFtA has experienced trou-
ble. Some upperclassmen shudder when
they recall the Potato Famine of '97, and
may none forget the story of the horrible
Chili Shortage of '76.
Mmm, chili...
Tragically, the current grease shortage
is not predicted to be resolved for at least
12 years, by which point many fear the
nation will decay into chaos.
Dr. Smack commented, "I'm gonna go
over to the Middle East, walk straight up
to the foreign dictators and tell them,
'HEY! If you don't quit this crap, I'm
gonna kick you straight in the junk! I
don't give a rat's pancreas if we're the
Great Satan, so send us your damn oil!
Bastards!" When we reminded the Doc-
tor we were short on corn oil, he replied,
"Yeah, your mom likes corn oil."
As holiday season nears,
mailroom staff struggles to keep
up with increasing volume
Hose-Rulman mailroom workers were
seen running full on into cement posts ear-
lier this week as they became over-
whelmed by holiday-season mail.
"Aaaaaahhhhhh! The monkeys are here,
the monkeys are here! They're going to
take me away! Help meeee!" Yelled one
worker as he ran screaming through
Munch Hall.
The mail staff manager, Jeff Patties, pro-
motes that the mailroom staff are a very
hard working bunch of students, as long as
they have cheese on a string held in front
of them. Otherwise Jeff is quick to point
out, "Those lazy bastards should be grate-
ful I put up with as much crap as I do.
Lousy ingrates..."
Experienced mailroom workers say that
although this year will be worse than ever,
a healthy amount of pretzels will keep
them in control of the emergency.
This worker studies his mailroom hand-
book during the lull to mentally prepare
himself for the upcoming slew of mail.
Goats
by Jonathan Rosenberg
viA8,..4„ .414i ARE 'TWEE.
www.goats.com
01,00 Araffor Ira.* sr MO. newt. rarierfsat Orrerlore r earsksdrost Is Fs...W. Sespr/Iwurr.grrs.sor/
oe1 (A4
co,TRot. -THE
ON; vE.Ast
A 1m. c.F.
RED PEPPER..
PERHAPS WE_ cAni At-RA/4GL
A TRADE „ 'JEW) A
EAsE--. A PEDESTAL
fitAPA .1141,14 r
AAA!' rAdvre
rflirJDs oP atmE
AmEticA,S A .JAy
JAEID •THEirt.
mtpitm. AoE,40,1 s
&JD DtAi..,
THEia.
1.4TELJ.;6CAW.1
iser.arl Irrolborg. tiers mgr., Ofstr1114.• se mitair... ow... I. 14,0
Copyright 1998 Jonathan Rosenberg all rights reserved. unauthohzed distribution or duplication prohibited
14E MIS 0
CoNTROLS TN
SPiCe, Co4TRoLS
/HE Ux+i,AEE.SE I!
ALS
HAJE THE
GAPtLi C.
DILBERT
I'VE BEEN THINKING
ABOUT YOUR BIRTH-
DAY, MOM.
HOW
SWEETir.
YOU GET ALL OF
THE ELEMENT OF
SURPRISE LJITHOUT
WASTING PAPER.
/IT SEEMS 50 .\
INEFFICIENT
TO WRAP UP
YOUR PRESENT
• MAYBE I CAN USE
ONE OF YOUR TOWELS
SO I DON'T HAVE
TO LUG ONE FROM
MY HOUSE.
II
YOU'LL JUST RIP
UP THE WRAPPING
PAPER AN HOUR
LATER.
1.0F COURSE, DEAR.
I WOULONT WANT
YOU TO LUG A BIG
HEAVY TOWEL JUST
BY SCOTT ADAMS
I WAS THINKING
OF THROWING A
TOWEL OVER IT
INSTEAD. 
It's All Right Here! This Week In History: Secret Plans to SRC Leaked
Third floor of Student Union named 1912- Sliced bread is discovered, declared to Rebel Alliance
"Coolest Place to Hang Out in The Haute." "Greatest Thing Ever," critics are doubtful. Rebels may find weakness, exploit.
See "Who Knew?" - page 4 See "Science News" - Page 8 See "Empire Threatened" -Page 9
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